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RECOMMENDED that: 
 
A The Committee considers any representations received in response to 

consultation. 
 

B The Committee recommends to Full Council that the new and revised Fees 
and Charges set out at Appendix 1 to the report be adopted following 
statutory notice procedure.  
 

C The proposals on licences of shorter duration, record keeping for 
subcontracted bookings, and on refunds set out at Appendix 2 to the report 
be adopted as Council policy and to be licence conditions as appropriate. 
 

D The interim approach to licensing proposed at Paragraph 14 of the report be 
adopted if required. 

  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
1. Background information on the new requirements was presented to Licensing 

Committee on 8 July 2015.  Harlow Council issues annual driver licences to 
drivers of Hackney Carriages and Private Hire Vehicles and annual operator 
licences to Private Hire Operators under the provisions of Part II of the Local 
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976.   The 1976 Act has been 
amended by the Deregulation Act 2015, sections 10 and 11.  The changes 
allow for issue of driver licences for a period of three years or for a lesser 
period to be determined on a case by case basis. The Council has previously 
issued one-year licences. Similarly, five-year operator licences are allowed 
for. Subcontracting of bookings outside the district will now be allowed. 
 

2. The Council must amend its policy to take account of these changes which 
are to come into effect from 1October 2015.  The proposed amendments are 



detailed in this report. A new fee structure must be introduced for three-year 
driver licences and for five-year operator licences.  The opportunity has been 
taken to carry out the annual review of all fees relating to Hackney Carriage 
and Private Hire Vehicles at the same time. 
 

3. The Licensing team has consulted with Hackney Carriage and Private Hire 
trade representatives, and licensed private hire operators regarding a 
proposed revised fee structure.  Any representations not received in time for 
the issue of agenda papers will be circulated separately and reported at the 
meeting. 

 
ISSUES 

4. A review of fees has been conducted to inform the proposed revised fee 
structure. This identified that the costs of licensing Hackney Carriage and 
Private Hire vehicles are now similar to those of licensing Private Hire 
vehicles. 
 

5. The review identified that existing fee banding for operators constrained 
flexibility in the number of vehicles operated during the licensed period. 
 

6. Policy that clarifies issues around when licences of shorter durations are 
appropriate, and record keeping for new subcontracting arrangements will 
assist with transparency and accountability.  
 

7. A refund policy on licence surrender is justifiable in the case of licences that 
will now last for longer periods. 
 

8. New and revised licence fees will be subject to a statutory notice period 
before introduction.  
 

9. Having reviewed the potential income generated by the proposals contained 
within this report, it is currently anticipated that total income will be lower than 
the Council currently receives from Hackney Carriage and Private Hire fees 
and charges. At this time the exact impact is extremely difficult to predict but it 
is forecast to reduce by approximately 8 -10%. The budgetary impacts of the 
changes to the fee structure will be fully incorporated into the 2016/17 budget 
exercise once more is known about the take up of the extended licence 
period and the numbers of operators in each of the categories of charges. 

 
PROPOSALS 

10. It is proposed that the licence fees for Hackney Carriage and Private Hire 
Vehicles be harmonised.   

11. It is proposed to regroup operator fees to allow an operator greater flexibility 
in the number of vehicles operated during the licensed period. 



 
12. Proposed new and revised licence fees addressing these issues and the new 

longer licence periods are set out at Appendix 1 
 

13. Proposed new policy on licences of shorter duration, on record keeping for 
subcontracted bookings, and on refunds of licence fees is set out at Appendix 
2. 
 

14. Should the formal procedure of adoption of fees by Full Council not be 
complete in time for any applicant to be charged the revised fee for one of the 
new longer licences when the change in legislation comes into effect, it is 
proposed that the Council offer, in the interim, an annual licence and the 
formal option (within 28 days of the confirmation of fees on payment of the 
difference between the fees) to convert that licence to a longer licence. An 
equivalent process would be made available for operator licences.  
 

15. A further wide-ranging review of the Hackney Carriage and Private Hire 
licensing policies is proposed at a later date.  This would allow all separate 
policies to be brought into one single comprehensive policy document. 
 
 

IMPLICATIONS 
 
Place (includes Sustainability) 

None specific. 

Author: Graeme Bloomer, Head of Place 

 

Finance (Includes ICT) 
As contained within the report. 

Author: Simon Freeman, Head of Finance  
 
Housing 

None specific. 

Author: Andrew Murray, Head of Housing 

 
Community Wellbeing (includes Equalities and Social Inclusion) 

None specific. 

Author: Jane Greer, Head of Community Wellbeing 
 
Governance (includes HR) 
The Council must have due regard to the representations received in order to 
minimise the risk of legal challenge to the Council. 
Author: Brian Keane, Head of Governance 

 


